[bookmark: _Hlk184975532]The Mission Statement
of Allin Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
We are a caring, Christian community, living in covenant with God and with one another. We are supported and strengthened by our diverse backgrounds, and we are mindful of our Congregational heritage. We worship the Trinity. We bear witness to our faith by preaching, teaching, studying, and acting upon the word of God. We welcome newcomers to share our spiritual journey. 

Information for Newcomers

Please sign our guest book in the Narthex by the front door of the church. Please join us for coffee and conversation after the service in the Fireside Room. You come as our guest and leave as our friend. Restrooms are located on the Sanctuary level near the elevator, and in the downstairs hall leading to the Church School classrooms. Please silence cell phones.
Allin Congregational Church
Gathered November 8, 1638

Minister of Music Emeritus: C. Martin Steinmetz

Rev. Anne Marie Holloway
Minister
pastorannem@allinchurch.org

Andrew J. Welch, Director of Music 
Elizabeth McNamee, Director of Children’s Ministry
Tania Monahan, Church Administrator
Lori Purdy, Office Assistant/Collector
Sam Griesmer, Treasurer
John Fontaine, Sexton
Colin Purdy, Tech Team Lead
683 High Street Dedham, MA 02026-4111 
email:  allinchurch@gmail.com
www.allinchurch.org 
Office:  781-326-5050
Office Hours:  Monday through Friday 9:00AM – 12:30PM
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Welcome to
Allin Congregational Church
An Open and Affirming Congregation


Rev. Anne Marie Holloway
Minister
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Welcome! 
Welcome to Allin Congregational Church, UCC. Here, we believe that ALL people belong to God. With God’s help, we covenant to live together in holy fellowship, according to the rule of love.  
We welcome long-time churchgoers and those with no church home. We applaud believers, questioners, and questioning believers. We celebrate our diversity as people of every age and size, color, culture or race, and physical and mental ability. We embrace singles and partners of every sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. We welcome individuals of every economic status, from every neighborhood or no neighborhood, and people with any differences, real or perceived.
In a world where so much divides us, our unity is in Christ. Whoever you are, you are fully welcome into the life and ministry of Allin Congregational Church. This is a place where you can worship with dignity, celebrate, mourn, rejoice, and recover. A place where lives are made new. Know that here, you will not be judged. In the name of God, we welcome you.
ORDER OF WORSHIP
LENT I 
March 9, 2025                                                                                    			              			9:45 AM
[bookmark: _Hlk157758159]       			
MEDITATION: “When we break bread with each other, fear vanishes and God becomes very close…” ~ Henri Nouwen


PRELUDE     				   						  Durch Adams Fall 														Sweelinck
    
WORDS OF WELCOME     																							Rev. Anne Marie Holloway
  
INTROIT		        					Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread

[bookmark: _Hlk189718980]*CALL TO WORSHIP																										Rev. Anne Marie Holloway  
Let us gather together, hungry and thirsty. Come, all who long to be filled with good things!
The bread of life satisfies our hunger and our thirst.
Let us open our hands to receive from God’s son, Jesus the Christ.
The bread of life loves us and knows our needs.
Let us quiet our minds and awaken our hearts to be transformed by God’s Spirit, who redeems us!
The bread of life has come to sustain us. Believing with hope, in this promise, let us worship together!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN      	#419 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 													
(Let us pray in unison the prayer of invocation, followed by silent confession, singing and then words of assurance.)

Holy God, throughout history you have fed people in body, mind and spirit. As we gather for worship, we come into this space bringing our complicated lives. May we find rest in knowing that you are near , that your love is endless and your mercy is wide.

*SILENT CONFESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk184201983][bookmark: _Hlk175816920](p. 1, Worship) 
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****************
As the choir and music ministry engage in another joyous year together, Andrew would like to extend an invitation for anyone who might be interested in learning more about the choir or music ministry to reach out by email to Andrew at Andrew@Allinchurch.org. The choir rehearses weekly on Thursday evenings from 6:00 - 7:20, and we welcome all singers of any voice type or background: reading music is not required. Enjoy the physical and mental benefits of singing in a warm and supportive choral community! 

**************

Thank you to everyone for signing up for ushering! There are ushering spots available for 2025 for May and beyond! Please sign up in the Stage Room or reach out to Nancy Clegg and Andy Marcoux for availability!

*************

[image: A logo for a coffee shop

Description automatically generated]WINTER/SPRING 2025 - Coffee Hour Schedule


3-16-25 Pastoral Relations
3-23-25 Missions
3-30-25 Music 1
4-6-25 Christian Ed
4-13-25-Flowers
4-20-25 Church Council
4-27-25 No Coffee Hour (James Joyce Ramble)
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We Need Your Talents for Our Kids Summer Sacred Arts Series!

The Church School year ends June 8, but we still have a rich and wonderful program of Sunday activities planned for our young people during the summer! Consider lending your talents as a facilitator during our Summer Sacred Arts Series, which takes place during summer worship services (Sundays 9:45-11 am). Any craft or art is welcome. Some suggestions include: watercolor, cooking, tie dye, gardening, acting/improv, and nature prints, but nearly anything will work. Get creative! No extensive commitments required - volunteer for as few as one Sunday! Email Elizabeth emcnamee@allinchurch.org to let her know you are interested!
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Calling All Kids 7-12, Join the Spring Cherub Choir!
The Spring Cherub Choirs starts Sunday, April 6!  Rehearsals are Sundays after church from 11:30 am -12:15 pm. Choir members will learn basic singing techniques and introductory music reading skills in a supportive group environment. It's a six-session commitment only, and the choir will perform during the Celebration Sunday worship service on June 1. The Cherub Choir is open to children ages 7 to 12. Reach out to Elizabeth or sign up at: https://tinyurl.com/cherubspring25
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Photo from lunchtime at Winter Break Camp!
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*HYMN                                                               	  		        																EVENTIDE
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Children are invited to head to Church School after the passing of the Peace of Christ.
                                       
A WORD FOR ALL AGES                                        Elizabeth McNamee

THE PEACE                    	

Beneath the mantle of peace, Jesus the bread of life, provides a bounty of fellowship, care and connection. May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Take a moment to greet others with the peace of Christ, which inspires us to care for the news of our community.	

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please Lord, we also pray for: Those suffering from the effects of flooding, fires and war; healing and comfort for Olive Barrett, Marcia Bibeault, Dick Lane, Michael Martens, Jack Stone, Steve Girard and the family of Don Massey. Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us saying, “Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”																																																
PRAYER RESPONSE  								Break Thou the Bread of Life

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CALL TO OFFERING																		 
(p. 2, Worship)		


[image: ]For your convenience, we have included a QR code for donations.  Thank you for your generosity.


*DOXOLOGY    	   #420 vs. 2 I Come With Joy
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.																																											

*UNISON OFFERING PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk188518251]Generous God, we give because you have satisfied our needs with the bread of life. We give in gratitude for all the ways you love us through Jesus the Christ.  May these offerings be used to bless our community and those in need with love.
SCRIPTURE  John 6:25–40																											Bob Drake
When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us, then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away, for I have come down 
(p. 3, Worship) 

Be sure to visit our website to see all that is happening at the Allin Congregational Church!

allinchurch.org
[bookmark: _Hlk189816088]           [image: A group of cans with words
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 Current Food Pantry Needs!
The Dedham Food Pantry needs Boost, adult incontinence briefs and pads, instant and brewed coffee, gluten-free items & low sodium items. These are medical necessities for those that rely on the food pantry. Please put these in the Fireside Room.

[image: 8,300+ Clothing Donation Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector Graphics  & Clip Art - iStock | Clothes, Box of clothes, Pile of clothes]


Please join us for our NEW monthly clothing sorting party!  The next one is Thursday, March 13th!  
Thank you to everyone who joined us recently, we had a fun time & got so much accomplished!  Allin’s past donations have helped many, many grateful people lacking the necessities of life.  Our Missions Ministry will be taking a pause on collecting clothing donations.  We will let you know when we can start accepting donations again!  Thank you for all your support!
 (p. 8, Information)
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Participating in Today’s Service
Ushers: Donna Arthur & Marion Kirohn
Coffee Hour: Nominating/Stewardship
Flowers: In honor of Cailyn Purdy’s 20th Birthday
Tower Lighting: In honor of an amazing LOVE OUR EARTH children’s camp week!


CALENDAR – March 9th-March 16th  
TODAY             	   9:45 AM Sunday Worship with children’s pray-ground
									Refreshments in the Fireside/Stage Rooms
Church Council Meeting						
MONDAY          7:15 PM Book Group (Fireside Room)
TUESDAY	         10:00 AM Knitters (Fireside Room)						
WEDNESDAY  6:30-10 PM Dedham Choral Society
THURSDAY      1-2 PM Judy’s Boutique
6-7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal    
FRIDAY	            10:00 AM Al-Anon  (Fellowship Hall)
													6-7:30 PM Messy Friday
SATURDAY	    
SUNDAY             9:45 AM Sunday Worship with children’s pray-ground
(March 16th )    Ushers- Pam Allen, Marion Hornblower, Natalie Bentley 
                                    & Valina Grasso
 		     		Coffee Hour- Pastoral Relations
Remember to check our website www.allinchurch.org  and like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/allinchurch/  
and watch us on YouTube www.youtube.com/@theallincongregationalchur2632/streams    
                
Minister’s Office Hours 
[image: ]Rev. Anne Marie would love to visit with you at the church during the week or meet you for coffee! She holds office hours on most Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between 9 and 12:30pm! She is available to meet off site Monday and Wednesday afternoons. Just send her an email at pastorannem@allinchurch.org.
Rev. Anne Marie tries to hold Fridays and Saturdays as her Sabbath, but they are often filled with sermon writing and family appointment days.
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from heaven not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.”

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
This ends the reading of God’s Holy Word. For the Word of God in Scripture; for the Word of God among us; for the Word of God within us, thanks be to God!
                                                        	           																					
ANTHEM												God So Loved the World																			Goss
								
SERMON									Bread of Life	  					                         Rev. Anne Marie Holloway

*RECESSIONAL HYMN			#416, Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face

*UNISON BENEDICTION                                                     		Rev. Anne Marie Holloway  
																																							
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    		

POSTLUDE         				   											Toccata     															Sweelinck

																	
   
(p. 4, Worship)
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING DATES:
LOOKING AHEAD!
Thursday, 3/13, 1-2pm : Judy’s Boutique: Receive, sort and go through clothing donations that are shared with our refugee families and those in need! Please reach out to Judy if you can come, please call 617-477-4375.
Friday, 3/14 6-7:30pm - Messy Friday-Dinner, faith formation, and crafts at Allin. Theme: Bread of Life
Sunday March 16th @ 11:30am : Pastor Anne Marie will be launching a Lenten Book Small Group on Sundays beginning March 16th (3/9 is church council) after church that focuses on The Greatest Prayer - the Lord's Prayer! 
Friday, March 21st : Trivia Night to support the Dedham Food Pantry! We have reserved a table for 10! Sign up in the stage room! Space is limited! SO MUCH FUN! Details to follow!
Saturday, March 22nd 8:45-12:15 – Volunteer at New Life Furniture Bank with Pastor Anne Marie! Help NLFB receive and sort through donations of furniture and other household goods that support those transitioning into secured housing. Sign up sheet in the Stage Room.

LAST WEEK OF THE 4 Week Book Discussion Group “The Gift of Wonder- MARCH 10th
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Starting Sunday, March 16th, Pastor Anne Marie will be launching a Lenten Book Small Group on Sundays beginning March 16th after church (TODAY, 3/9 is Church Council) that focuses on The Greatest Prayer - the Lord's Prayer! We have 4 books available from the library.  Please come to the office & sign-out the book.
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Tuesday March 4th @ 6:30pm:
Breakfast for Dinner: Belgium Waffle and Pancake
/Mardis Gras/Shrove Tuesday.

Don't worry about dinner tonight!

Wednesday March 5th
Ashes to Go at 7:30am, drive by and receive a warm
cup of coffee and some Ashes to Go in the morning,

our Ash Wednesday evening Service will be held at
6:30pm. Lenten Devotionals will be available at the
Ash Wednesday evening service.

Sundays March 16th- April 16th @ 11:30am: Bread
Making Class and Book Study on The Lord’s Prayer

April 13th @ 9:45 Palm Sunday Worship Service
Thursday April 17th at 5:30pm Maundy Thursday

Dinner. 6:45pm Maundy Thursday Service of
Tenebrae

saturday April 19th @ 7pm:
Easter Fireside Vigil
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